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How to use our discussion forums 

This guide gives step-by-step instructions on how to take part in the Observatory’s discussion 
forums on www.wmro.org.  

To take part in discussion forums, you need to be a registered user on the Observatory’s 
website. You can register with us at: 

http://www.wmro.org/user-registration.aspx 

1 View the discussion forums 

1. Go to our website at www.wmro.org. 

2. Click on the Forum link in the top menu: 

  

3. There are several sections in the forum, relating to different areas of work. It’s worth 
exploring the sections to see where your message would naturally fit.  

  
http://www.wmro.org/forum/ 

 

4. Each section contains a list of threads. Each thread is a discussion around a specific topic. 

http://www.wmro.org/
http://www.wmro.org/user-registration.aspx
http://www.wmro.org/
http://www.wmro.org/forum/


  
http://www.wmro.org/forum/section.aspx?forumSection_id=2  

5. To view all the messages in the 
thread, click on its title. You can now 
see all of the messages in date order. 
The first message is at the top of the 
page, with more recent messages 
added beneath. 
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2 How to search our discussion forums 

1. Go to Home > Forums (http://www.wmro.org/forum/). At the top of the forums page is a 
keyword search box. You can limit your search to just forums: 

  

2. You can now see the search results page. The Forums tab is selected by default, with 
matching results shown in a list: 

  

3. To view the discussion, click on its title in the search results. 
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3 How to post a new message 

1. Find the forum you wish to add your message in and click the New Thread link (you will be 
prompted to login if you are not already): 

  

2. Add your Title and Message by typing in the boxes. You can also add basic formatting to 
your messages such as bold or bullet lists. 

  

3. Before posting your message, choose your notification options at the bottom. For example, 
you can choose to receive an email when somebody replies to your message. 

4. Click Submit to add your message to the forum. 

  

Page 4 of 5 How to use our discussion forums Version 3.0, last updated 11 July 2008 



 

4 Document History 

Date Version Change Author 

2005-06-16 V1.0 Initial issue. Helen 
Cuthill 

2005-12-07 V1.1 New screenshots added and document updated 
against current forum functionality. Issued 
internally. 

Gavin 
Wray 

2006-01-26 V1.2 Updated to provide consistent terminology for 
discussion forums. Issued externally via website. 

Gavin 
Wray 

2006-11-14 V2.0 Updated sections and screenshots following 
transfer from GCL to IPSV. 

Gavin 
Wray 

2007-11-26 V2.1 Updated screen shots to show tabbed search 
results 

Steven 
Dovey 

2008-07-11 V3.0 Updated following new site launch. Gavin 
Wray 

 

5 Contact details for further information 

Gavin Wray 
Web & Data Officer 
West Midlands Regional Observatory 
Email: gavin.wray@wmro.org 
Tel: 0121 202 3252 
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