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Introduction

In 2004, the West Midlands Regional Observatory published the first State of the Region report for
the West Midlands, Real lives, Real issues. The report identified many of the key issues facing the
Region at that time and how they are interconnected. For the first time this gave the Region a
coherent and comprehensive view of the evidence about the key challenges it faced and the context
within which regional policy operated.

The 2004 report examined the evidence available about the Region across a range of thematic
areas, and examined in more detail the interconnections between them. It also looked at a range
of cross-cutting issues that impact in more than one thematic area. This theme of interconnections
is one which the Observatory is uniquely placed to understand.

Having examined the existing evidence base, the report concluded that there were many areas
where it was deficient. It identified and prioritised a series of information gaps, many of which
have subsequently been filled, some by the Observatory and others by partners through the Regional
Data & Intelligence Network.

Since 2004, the Observatory has published three State of the Region update reports. These look in
more detail at some of the key priorities for the Region. Some have been specific to particular
policy areas but many have been more cross-cutting issues, similar to those identified in the original
report.

The first update report in 2005 focused on three thematic issues:

Attitudes and Perceptions, drawing heavily on the results of the Regional Lifestyle Survey,
conducted that year by the Observatory in partnership with the West Midlands Public Health
Observatory
Skills for a Prosperous Region, building on the early work undertaken by the Observatory’s
Skills Research Team, funded by the Regional Skills Partnership
Rural Lives, Rural Issues, focusing on how many of the issues covered in the 2004 report
impact on the lives of people living in the rural parts of the Region

The following year, the update report again covered three main issues:

Building a Sustainable Knowledge Economy, based upon work undertaken for the review of
the West Midlands Economic Strategy, as well as further work from the Skills Research Team
Culture in the West Midlands, drawing on the work undertaken by the Cultural Observatory,
demonstrating the benefits of co-location with the Regional Observatory
Transport in the West Midlands, collating the evidence base around this critical issue for the
future of the Region

The final update report, published last year, focused on just two issues which were slightly different
in that they were trends which are external to the Region, and which we can do little to influence,
but which will have a big impact on our future. Both will underpin the proposed Single Integrated
Regional Strategy.

Climate Change, focusing not just on the causes but also the implications for the Region and
the possible responses, either of mitigation or adaptation
Changing Population Demographics, looking at trends in age profiles, ethnicity and nationality,
amongst other things, and the implications for policies and services in the Region

Copies of all of the previous State of the Region reports, and the data which were published alongside
them, can be found on the memory stick which accompanies this report.
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The State of the Region reports have always recognised the importance of the links between evidence
and policy. Whilst the reports present a wide range of evidence, they are far more than just a
compendium of data. They seek to tell the story behind the data and to identify the implications
for regional policies. The reports are written for a broad audience, but their primary purpose has
always been to improve regional policies and strategies by providing enhanced evidence and
understanding.

Following the publication of the 2007 update report, the Observatory undertook some research
amongst users of the reports. This coincided with a wider independent evaluation of the Observatory.
Both came to similar broad conclusions – that the work of the Observatory, and the State of the
Region reports in particular, was well regarded and interesting, but did not realise the full potential
impact on policy. However, we also found that research professionals valued the reports, and
particularly the accompanying datasets, as a reference source and that the report was an important
tool for raising the Observatory’s profile.

As a result of that research, we have redesigned the State of the Region process. Rather than being
focused around a major annual report, in future it will be an ongoing process, involving a dialogue
between researchers in the Region, led by the Observatory, and policy and decision makers. This
will be structured around a series of thematic strands, the first of which cover sustainable
communities, innovation, the knowledge economy and linking the evidence bases for economic
development & spatial planning. Each will produce stand alone thematic reports outlining the
evidence identified and developed as part of the process and how it links to policy development.
The reports will be published on the Observatory's website (www.wmro.org).

We will continue to publish an annual State of the Region report in the future, but rather than
being a major report with detailed content, it will be a synthesis of the findings from the process.
It will draw out some of the key themes emerging from the process, and from other research
undertaken in the Region, and link them to wider developments influencing policies and strategies.
This report, rather than focusing on the new process, looks back over the past four years and
forward to the future of evidence-based policy in the Region.

Accompanying this and future reports will be a memory stick containing copies of all of the thematic
reports, and any other outputs from the State of the Region process. It will also contain copies of,
or links to, other important data and intelligence resources produced during the year by the
Observatory and our partners. We hope that this will be a more convenient and user-friendly
approach to providing access to that information. Details of what is contained on the memory stick
this year can be found at the back of this report.

The remainder of this report looks at how things have changed since 2004 in terms of the key issues
and challenges facing the Region, the policies and strategies which address these challenges and
the evidence base which supports those policies and strategies. Finally, it looks to how all of these
elements might develop in the future.
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Appendix: Contents of the Memory Stick

Link to West Midlands Regional Observatory website (www.wmro.org)

West Midlands Facts and Figures

About the West Midlands Regional Observatory

Copiesof key WMROdocuments, including the latest businessplan and annual review

Our Partners

Links to the websites of key Regional partner organisations, including those who contribute to the
State of the Region process

References

Links to all of the sourcesused within this report

Regional Data & Intelligence Network

Copiesof all of the newsletters and bulletins issued to the RDINover the last year

State of the Region 2004-2007

Copiesof all the previous State of the Region reports, including the latest Data Annex

State of the Region Datasets

Links to all of the State of the Region datasets which are continuously updated, including those
presented geographically using Instant Atlas

West Midlands Strategies

Links to all of the main regional strategies

WMROResearch 2007-08

Copiesof all major research reports produced by the Observatory in the last year
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Endnotes

1. Growing the Cultural Economy in the West Midlands, Culture West Midlands, 2007
2. Regional Lifestyle Survey undertaken by the Observatory in collaboration with the West

Midlands Public Health Observatory in 2005. It sampled around 170,000 individuals across the
Region

3. DCMS Taking Part Survey, 2007
4. Sport England Active People Survey, 2005/06
5. Report from West Midlands Business Task Group for the 2012 Games, Advantage West Midlands,

2008
6. ONS Mid-year Population Estimates, 2007
7. ONS Internal Migration Statistics, based on data from NHS Central Register
8. ONS, 2006-based Population Projections
9. ONS Population Estimates by Ethnic Group (Experimental Statistics)
10. The A8 countries are the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia

and Slovenia
11. National Insurance Number Registrations for Overseas Nationals
12. The economic impact of migrant workers in the West Midlands, WMRO, 2007
13. Floodgates or Turnstiles, Institute of Public Policy Research, April 2008
14. ONS Annual Population Survey
15. Connecting to Success, West Midlands Economic Strategy, Advantage West Midlands, 2007
16. Regional, sub-regional and local gross value added, ONS, 2007
17. Annual Business Inquiry, ONS
18. West Midlands Regional Integrated Economic Assessment, WMRO, 2008
19. Community Innovation Survey, Department for Innovation Universities and Skills
20. UK Trade Data, HM Revenues and Customs
21. Skills Performance Indicator Framework for the West Midlands, 2007 Review of Performance,

WMRO
22. UK Climate Impacts Programme, UKCIP02
23. State of the Natural Environment, Natural England, 2008
24. Life Expectancy at Birth 2004-06, ONS
25. Perinatal and Infant Mortality Rates, ONS, 2007
26. Land Registry
27. Meeting the housing requirements of an aspiring and growing nation, National Housing and

Planning Advice Unit, 2008
28. Police Recorded Crime Statistics, Home Office Research Development & Statistics
29. Rural Services Data Series, Commission for Rural Communities
30. Graduate Retention, Attraction and Employment Study, WMRO, 2008
31. Lower-level Super Output Areas – small areas designed to be relatively homogeneous. They

have around 1500 people living in them.
32. The Indices of Deprivation are relative measures, so it is not possible to say whether places

have become more or less deprived – only how they stand relative to other areas. The lower
performance in the Region may be because it has improved less quickly than other places,
rather than because it has got worse.

33. National Road Traffic Survey, Department for Transport
34. Highways Agency Traffic Information System, year to March 2008
35. Regional Transport Statistics, Department for Transport
36. Review of sub-national economic development and regeneration, HM Treasury, July 2007
37. The second and third phases, which are continuing, will review policies in a range of important

areas – sustainable communities, climate change, housing, employment land, town & city
centres, transport and waste in Phase 2 and rural critical services, environmental issues,
provision for Gypsies and travellers, cultural assets and mineral resources in Phase 3.
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38. Other new regional strategies published or updated since 2004 include: Regional Sustainable
Development Framework; Regional Biodiversity Strategy; Regional Energy Strategy; Regional
European Strategy; Regional Freight Strategy; Regional Health and Well-being Strategy;
Regional Housing Strategy; Regional ICT Strategy; Regional International Trade Strategic Plan;
Regional Rural Delivery Framework; Regional Skills Partnership Statement of Priorities; Regional
Skills Action Plan; Regional Visitor Economy Strategy; Regional Water Resources Strategy; and
Regional Manufacturing Support Strategy

39. www.wmro.org
40. Major Urban: districts with either 100,000 people or 50% of their population in urban areas

with a population of more than 750,000; Large Urban: districts with either 50,000 people or
50% of their population in urban areas with a population between 250,000 and 750,000; Other
Urban: districts with fewer than 37,000 people or less than 26% of their population in rural
settlements and larger market towns; Significant Rural: districts with more than 37,000 people
or more than 26% of their population inrural settlements and larger market towns; Rural-50:
districts with at least 50% but less than 80% of their population in rural settlements and larger
market towns; Rural-80: districts with at least 80% of their population in rural settlements
and larger market towns.

41. WMRO's definition of concealed households is: adults living with their parents, other relatives
or friends in accommodation where neither they nor their partner are the owner or renter of
that accommodation, and where at least one of the adults does not have their own bedroom.

State of the Region 2008 Report28

Endnotes



Title: State of the Region Report 2008

Creator: West Midlands Regional Observatory

Contact details: Level 3, Millennium Point, 
Curzon Street, 
Birmingham B4 7XG

Telephone: 0121 202 3250
Fax: 0121 202 3240
Email: enquiries@wmro.org
Website: www.wmro.org

Date available: 2008-10-13

Date valid: 2008

Next version due: 2009

Subject category: Finance; Environment; Education and Skills; Life in the Community; Housing; 
Employment, jobs and careers; Health, well-being and care. 

Subject keywords: Culture; demography; diversity; economic change; education and skills; environment 
and natural resources; health; housing; quality of life; regional perception; social 
inclusion; transport; evidence.

Description: This report reviews changes and developments within the West Midlands that have 
occurred since the 2004 State of the Region report was published.

Coverage, Geographical: West Midlands Region

Coverage, Time period: To 2008

Type: Report

Format: Text

Rights: Copyright 2008 West Midlands Regional Observatory

Cost: Free of Charge

Access restrictions: None

Language: English

Identifier: www.wmro.org

Location: West Midlands Regional Observatory

Document contact: enquiries@wmro.org

Acknowledgement

The Observatory would like to thank the members of the State of the Region steering group, as listed below, for their support 

and advice.

Philip Amison (Advantage West Midlands)

Paul Bayliss (West Midlands Regional Assembly)

Andy Davis (Warwickshire Observatory)

Martin Gershon/Helen Stace (Natural England)

Shelley Howard (Environment Agency)

Neil Powell (Government Office West Midlands)

Sam Richardson (Learning and Skills Council)

Gavin Willetts (Culture West Midlands)



West Midlands Regional Observatory
Level 3 
Millennium Point
Curzon Street 
Birmingham B4 7XG

Telephone: 0121 202 3250
Fax: 0121 202 3240
email: enquiries@wmro.org

www.wmro.org

This REPORT is printed on recycled material. Please recycle it again when you’re finished with it. The State of the Region Report 2008 is sponsored by Newman University College.


