










2007-08
chapter covered the policies relating to 
Urban and Rural Renaissance. It built upon 
the earlier Contextual Monitoring Report 
produced by the Observatory. This work will 
be repeated in future years.

2007 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The 2007 Annual Conference, was held on 
19th October 2007 at the Chesford Grange 
Hotel in Warwickshire. We saw an increase 
in both numbers and level of seniority of 
delegates, with over 200 delegates attending 
the conference.

Feedback included:

“…the conference highlights the growing 
signifi cance of the Observatory as a valued and 
impartial source of regional data.” 

“I would like to say that the event was 
exceptionally well organised. The theme 
and the content of the conference were 
excellent and for an event of this nature it was 
exceptionally good value.”

SEMINARS

2007-08 seminars covered “Research in the 
Voluntary Sector”, “Indices of Deprivation” and 

“Rural Evidence”. Feedback from delegates 
indicated that the seminars have continued 
to be of a high standard, confi rming the 
success of the seminar programme. 

THE WEBSITE AT WWW.WMRO.ORG

The year has been one of continued success 
for our website, with an increase in use 
over the year. This increase, which builds on 
the increases of previous years, required us 
to move the website to a new and more 
powerful server in May 2007. By year end we 
were achieving 64,000 visits a month.

We took the decision to invest signifi cantly 
in a major redevelopment of our site, which 
is now live. Based on user feedback, the new 
website retains the existing databases, but 
has been given an entirely new look and 
functions much more effi  ciently than before.

REGIONAL DATA AND INTELLIGENCE 
NET WORK (RDIN)

The Topic Groups and the User Group (which 
links the Topic Groups to the Board) continue 
to be a high priority for our activity. Their 
articulation of the regional needs for data 
and intelligence gives appropriate focus to 
our work. 

Each Topic Group has developed a specialist 
bi-annual electronic newsletter, which is 
disseminated to their network.

The groups can report as follows:

The Economy and Labour Force Topic Group
helped shape the Observatory’s Integrated 
Policy Model and has improved its links to the
Regional Economic Development Offi  cers 
Group at the Regional Assembly. The group 
contributed signifi cantly to a seminar on the 
theme of “Aspiration and Localisation” and a 
mapping project on migrant workers.

The Environment and Natural Resources 
Topic Group discussed the work of the 
Green Arc Partnership, access to greenspace, 
biodiversity data issues and the physical 
environment domain for the index of 
deprivation. In recent months it has decided 
to focus work on climate change issues.

The Society, Demography and Health Topic
Group has been heavily engaged with the
Observatory’s project on developing social
inclusion indicators. The group also discussed
a new duty to co-operate that has been 
introduced to Primary Care Trusts and Local 
Authorities, considering how best to link 
Local Area Agreements and Joint Strategic 
Needs Assessments.

T H E  Y E A R  I N  D E T A I L

“We regularly attend the seminars of 
the Observatory, which we fi nd very 
useful for us to increase awareness 
of national and regional issues.” 

SENIOR RESEARCH ASSISTANT, LOCAL AUTHORITY, 2008


