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Figure 8

Example of Change Over Time Analysis Visualisation Tool

CoTA Viewer Distribution of Significant Change in LSOA Worklessness Count 2006-2007
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The map shows the 187 LSOAs within Sandwell. Those LSOAs that have undergone statistically
significant changes in Worklessness (based on registered benefit claims) between 2006 and 2007
are shaded in indicative colours. The 22 LSOAs shaded in beige have shown a statistically significant
fall in Worklessness (standardised difference tests are used to test for significance, with z-scores
>2 taken as an indication of significant change). Just one LSOA shaded in dark brown has exhibited
a highly significant fall in Worklessness (implying a z-score =3). It is also evident that only one
LSOA within Sandwell, shaded blue on the map experienced a statistically significant increase in
Worklessness from 2006 to 2007.

On the upper right hand side of Figure 12 the overall change in Worklessness within Sandwell is
shown i.e. a decrease of 1,305 in the number of workless individuals, from 32,235 in 2006 to 30,930
in 2007. The corresponding levels and changes for two LSOAs are also shown, enabling comparisons
to be made. Both LSOAs exhibited falls in Worklessness, but the second LSOA achieved a greater
decrease in both absolute and relative terms, from 185 to 165.

While most local economies were relatively buoyant in 2006 and 2007, if the CoTA tool was applied
to more recent data, a very different picture of Worklessness might emerge. A map comparing
Worklessness in 2008 and 2009 respectively would probably contain more LSOAs shaded either light
or dark blue to indicate statistically significant increases in Worklessness caused by the onset of
recession. Any LSOAs shaded in brown would be showing considerable resilience.

The chart on the lower right hand side of Figure 12 is a scatter diagram, with each (red) plotted
point showing the Worklessness count for one of Sandwell’s LSOAs in 2006 and 2007 respectively.

Points lying on the blue diagonal line indicate that there has been no change in Worklessness count
for the LSOA concerned. Most of the points lie to the right of the blue diagonal line, which confirms
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that most LSOAs in Sandwell had lower counts of Worklessness in 2007 than in 2006. The one LSOA
whose counts are shown as a blue point illustrates this, with a Worklessness count of 185 in 2006
dropping to 165 in 2007. If more recent data were analysed, the majority of plotted points would
be expected to lie to the left of the diagonal line, illustrating the rise in Worklessness associated
with recession.

In addition to the visual aids described above, the CoTA tool also enables a range of supplementary
charts such as histograms and boxplots.

Future developments from the Centre for Regional and Local Statistics

As the previous section has highlighted, the Centre for Regional and Local Statistics provides analysis
and guidance to support regional and local analysis and policy making. Its network of Regional
Statisticians provides essential intelligence to highlight issues facing the regions and also consider
how the latest ONS developments can support the regions. In addition, its analytical teams cover
both economic and social analysis to improve our understanding of what is happening in the regions.

To achieve this, the teams provide a series of articles that appear in Economic and Labour Market
Trends, Regional Trends and online at:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/Elmr

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/regionaltrends

and

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/neighbourhood

Over the coming year, ONS is developing a series of profiles which will initially be made available
to our users on CD. These profiles will provide charts and maps that paint pictures of places to (1)
describe what it is like to live and work in a regional or local area and (2) provide detailed
information a how a particular topic varies across the country. A profile on Worklessness is already
available and a profile to support the local economic assessments is currently under development.

CRLS is also keen to hear what data and analysis Stakeholders would find useful. Please feed your
views on data needs and analysis that would support regional and local policy making into our
ongoing Information Priorities exercise by emailing:

betterinfo@ons.gov.uk
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Conclusions and Next Steps

A high quality, timely and comprehensive evidence base will be crucial for the region’s future. It
will ensure that future policies and strategies are soundly based and have the best chance of making
a real difference. The region already has a strong evidence base and has good working relationships
in place. Nevertheless, this report has identified a number of ways in which that evidence base
needs to be refreshed so that it can provide maximum value into the future.

The report has identified some of the key challenges to be addressed in refreshing the evidence
base. These are:

° Integrating the evidence across policy areas, organisations and geographical scales to ensure
that we have a comprehensive and shared understanding

° Providing more intelligent analysis of the evidence base, so that the story behind the data is
clear and is easy to communicate

° Future-proofing the evidence so that it informs a range of different possible scenarios for the
future as well as the current state of the region

° Ensuring that evidence about cross-cutting themes is integrated with other parts of the
evidence base, so that all policies take them into account and they aren’t sidelined

° Ensuring that evidence about local distinctiveness forms a key part of the regional evidence
base, to allow policies to be targeted effectively

° Using new approaches to analysing, interpreting and presenting evidence

Cutting across all of these challenges is the need to make sure that we are using the full range of
available types of evidence, including outputs from the monitoring, evaluation and implementation
of policies.

The report has also outlined some examples of approaches to the use of evidence which might play
a part in refreshing the regional evidence base. However, this is only part of the process. Over the
coming months, the Observatory will be working with a wide range of regional stakeholders to
determine the process for developing the evidence base to underpin the new Strategy for the West
Midlands. This will build on the work which has already taken place, and which has been summarised
in this report.
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